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NORTHWESTERN STATE ALL-AMERICAN VERNON WILSON
SET TO ENTER LOUISIANA BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME

By: Pesky Hill
Written for the LABC

NATCHITOCHES, LA -- mCW \g_be, CW eZaafe, CW eUadWe#n

That was the familiar phrase of longtime Northwestern State
University broadcaster Norm Fletcher when he called games involving
All-American Vernon Wilson from 1970 to 1973.

Wilson, a product of Logansport Rosenwald High School and now
living in Shreveport, will be inducted into the Louisiana Basketball Hall
of Fame on May 1 in Baton Rouge, along with former Nicholls St. star
Reggie Jackson.

mMZ[e dWS^^k _WS`e S ^af fa _W*n P[^ea` SV_[ffWV, mD dWS^^k WjbWUfWV fa b^Sk ea_W bda

TS^^ iZW` D Yaf agf aX Ua^^WYW Tgf [f \gef V[V`pf iad] agf Xad _W, MZ[e Za`ad dS`]e _W i[fZ

Fag[e[S`Spe TWef,n

The 6-3, 180-pound Wilson was S hWdeSf[^W b^SkWd Xad >aSUZ Mk`We C[^VWTdS`Vpe

HadfZiWefWd` Lf, ?W_a`e, PZW` ZW YdSVgSfWV* P[^ea`pe /-,3 USdWWd eUad[`Y ShWdSYW iSe fZW

best in Northwestern St. history.

mCW (P[^ea`) iSe hWdk YaaV a` VWXW`eW*n C[^VWTdS`V eS[V, m;`V ZW Uag^V dWTag`V iell
Xad Z[e e[lW, D Va`pf fZ[`] fZWdW [e S`kTaVk _adW VWeWdh[`Y aX fZ[e Za`ad,n

C[^VWTdS`V ^[]We fa fS^] STagf fZW iSk ZW geWV P[^ea` fa fad_W`f VWXW`eWe, mPZW` ZW

iag^V baef gb ^ai* kag \gef Uag^V`pf efab Z[_*n C[^VWTdS`V eS[V, mAda_ fZW XdWW fZdai ^ine on
[`* ZW _Sk ZShW TWW` fZW TWef b^SkWd fZSf WhWd b^SkWV [` Fag[e[S`S,n

P[^ea`pe USdWWd Sf HadfZiWefWd` Lf, iSe VW^SkWV S kWSd iZW` ZW e[Y`WV i[fZ BdS_T^[`Y

St. out of high school. After attending GSU in the summer, he transferred to Northwestern in the
fall of 1969.
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mD fZagYZf D iag^V ZShW S TWffWd UZS`UW fa b^Sk Sf HadfZiWefWd`*n P[^ea` Wjb^S[`WV, mD

V[V`pf iS`f fa Ya fa S eUZaa^ S`V e[f a` fZW TW`UZ, ;^fZagYZ D ZSV fa e[f agf S kWSd* HadfZiWefWd`

YShW _W S cg[U]Wd UZS`UW fa b^Sk,n

And play he did.

In fact, Wilson averaged 20.3 points per game his sophomore season and was named the
Gulf States Conference Rookie of the Year in 1971.

As a junior, Wilson had his best season scoring with a 21.7 average, earning second team
All-Louisiana honors. In 1973 he capped off his illustrious career by being named a first team
NAIA All-American and first team All-Louisiana selection. He scored 19.9 points per game that
season, including a career high 37 against LSUNO and 36 versus Southern Mississippi.

mD fZagYZf D ZSV a`W aX _k TWffWd YS_We SYS[`ef >W`fW`Sdk*n P[^ea` eS[V aX Z[e 02-point
agfTgdef SYS[`ef fZW BW`fe Se S \g`[ad, mD S^ea ZSV ea_W YaaV YS_We SYS[`ef NLF TSU] iZW`

fZWk ZSV ea_W YdWSf b^SkWde,n

Wilson finished his career as the fifth most prolific scorer in Northwestern St. history
with 1,548 points.

mDp_ egdW OWd`a` S`V D i[^^ S^iSke ia`VWd Zai _S`k _adW ba[`fe ZW iag^V ZShW eUadWV

[X ZW ZSV YaffW` fZSf XagdfZ kWSd*n C[^VWTdS`V eS[V, mPZa ]`aie8 GSkTW S eUagf iag^V ZShW

seen him anV ZW iag^V ZShW YaffW` S eZaf [` fZW bdae,n

C[^VWTdS`V eS[V P[^ea`pe ^a`Y Sd_e S`V T[Y ZS`Ve ZW^bWV _S]W Z[_ TWffWd, mD Uag^V agf

\g_b _aef YgSdVe*n P[^ea` eS[V, mD ZSV fZW _ahWe Sdag`V fZW TSe]Wf, D ZSV fZW _W`fS^[fk aX S

T[Y _S`,n

Today, Wilson makes his moves as a teacher and coach at North DeSoto Middle School.

The Louisiana Basketball Hall of Fame, which is located in LSU's Pete Maravich
Assembly Center, is sponsored by the Louisiana Association of Basketball Coaches (LABC). The
Hall of Fame was created in 1975 to honor former great basketball players and coaches from
Louisiana colleges. You can learn more about the LABC and the Hall of Fame by visiting their
website at www.labball.com.

The Hall of Fame induction ceremonies will be held in conjunction with the LABC's 30th
Annual Hall of Fame Awards Banquet. The awards banquet, sponsored by SportsCare, will be
held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Baton Rouge on Saturday, May 1, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.

In addition to the induction of the new Hall of Fame members, the banquet will include
dWUaY`[f[a` aX Fag[e[S`Spe _S\ad Ua^^WYW* e_S^^ Ua^^WYW* \g`[ad Ua^^WYW S`V Z[YZ eUZaa^ b^SkWde S`V

coaches of the year, the top pro player from the state, and the presentation of the prestigious Mr.



- 3 -

Louisiana Basketball award to former De La Salle and St. Aloysius High School coach Johnny
Altobello.

Tickets for the banquet are $15 and can be obtained by contacting the LABC at
labball@gmail.com. The Embassy Suites Hotel is located at 4914 Constitution Avenue in Baton
Rouge (College Drive exit off of Interstate 10).

April 24, 2004


